
It is with deep sadness that we share news of the passing of Alfred May 
on Saturday, March 10, 2018 at the age of 88. Mr. May founded Hercules 
Corporation in 1959 with an inventory of only two washers, one dryer 
and an old truck, and built it into the largest family-owned laundry room 
provider in the country.

Mr. May opened his fi rst laundry facility in the Bronx. Today, 59 years later, Hercules operates laundry facilities in over 5,000 
co-ops, condominiums, rental buildings and colleges/universities in New York, New Jersey, Connecticut and Pennsylvania, 
serving landlords, property managers and co-op and condominium boards throughout the region. 

Mr. May’s insight and wisdom within the industry was unmatched. Even after retiring to Hallandale, Florida, Mr. May was still 
deeply involved in the business, calling the offi ce daily, asking for updates and sharing his past experiences with specifi c 
industry veterans he had worked with.

Mr. May recently shared a wonderful story about his occupation prior to going into business for himself. Interestingly, he 
revealed that it was actually his mom’s idea who said “Al, go into the laundry business, because it’s infl ation proof and people 
will always have to do wash.” Mr. May followed his guiding principle in business – give people the attention they deserve, be 
honest and sincere about what you are doing, and work hard.  Mr. May also credits his wife as having had the most important 
infl uence on him - “She allowed me to do so many things and she gave me so much confi dence, and we really enjoyed our 
lives together.”

Al May will forever be remembered for the love of his family, especially his late wife, Elaine May, who was the love of his life 
for 47 years. With three children who they loved and adored, along with nine grandchildren and a great-grandson, the family 
was the most important part of Mr. May’s life throughout his years at Hercules and in retirement.

Mr. May will forever be missed by all of the many employees at Hercules. Whether it was talking business, or his love of 
almost all professional sports, Mr. May lived a full and rewarding life, both personally and professionally.

Donations may be made in memory of Alfred May to the Sandra Atlas Bass Cardiology Centers, North Shore University 
Hospital, 2000 Marcus Avenue, New Hyde Park, NY 11042. Donations may also be made on line at www.northwell.edu 
and by following the steps to donate, supporting North Shore University Hospital, and by supporting the Sandra Atlas Bass 
Cardiology Centers under the Support Centers & Programs link.
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